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Court year after year, if such an expression may be used to
describe the simple existence this pair led.   It was a complete
contrast to the pomp of their grandson Wilhelm II.   Since
then pomp has to some extent invaded this quaint house,
but in the time of Wilhelm and Augusta the atmosphere
was one of patriarchal simplicity.   The Emperor occupied
a small sunny bedroom looking on to the courtyard.   An
old pine stood and still stands there to-day.   The storm
continually shook this tree, which seemed ripe for the axe,
and its branches beat against the windows, but the Emperor
refused to have it felled.   In a small adjoining room his
old body-servant Engel slept.    The Emperor's study, a
four-windowed room overlooking  a mass of roofs and
Meister Josef KopPs workshop, which still exists to-day,
looks warm and homely with its wide fireplace where in
spring and autumn the logs crackled merrily.   Meals were
taken in a room which to-day is used by the aged Princess
Trubetzkoi.   The room in which the Empress slept is so
small that there is hardly room to move.   In the still smaller
adjoining room slept her first lady-in-waiting, Fraulein von
Neyndorff.
The Imperial pair insisted on the owner's retaining the
name Maison Messwer and also that he should not add to or
renovate the house.   Old Messmer even had to renounce the
luxury of a porter at risk of driving out the Emperor and
Empress.  Not until after the Empress's death at an advanced
age soon after that of the Emperor, was the Maison trans-
formed into a large hotel with every modern convenience.
The present owner, who was christened Wilhelmina Augusta,
was a god-daughter of the old Empress.  It is natural that the
Maison Messmer> the spring and autumn residence of the
German Emperor and his Consort, should have become a
rendezvous for all the greatest of the earth.   The whole of
" Gotha" seems to have stayed here. I was turning over the
pages of an old guest-book of the house, which the owner
guards more anxiously than does the jeweller of the Kurpark
Colonnades his jewels which are worth millions-   In meti-
culous copper-plate I found the signature Wilhelm I Imperator
Rex—and the Empress entered her name in the autumn
of 1875 with the words:   " In memory of our twenty-five
years* connection with Baden."

